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daughter, and is saved from incest when she dies protecting him from the
gang. Izaht was produced in Rio de Janeiro in oratorio form, without
stage action, on April 6, 1940.

Villa-Lobos' oratorio Vidafura (Vida Pura, Pure Life) was produced in
Rio de Janeiro on November 28,1934. It is defined by Villa-Lobos as "an
oratorio written in the spirit of liturgic music, with all the rules and re-
strictions that this type of music requires." Villa-Lobos has written five
symphonies and a Sinfonietta, The symphonies, all written between 1916
and 1919, bear symbolical subtitles. The First Symphony, 0 Imprevisto,
was performed in Rio de Janeiro on August 30, 19205 the Second, not
yet completed, is subtitled Ascension. The Third Symphony is named
Guerra. It is scored for a very large orchestra, with thirty-seven extra brass
instruments, and was performed in Rio de Janeiro on July 30, 19 * 9-
A Fourth Symphony (Victory) and a Fifth (Peace) exist only in sketches.
The Sinfonietta is based on two themes of Mozart, and is developed
entirely according to classical precepts.

As a result of his travels in the interior in 1914, Villa-Lobos wrote an
orchestral suite entitled Dansas Africanas, with the subtitle Dansas dos
Indios Mestisos do Brasil (Dances of Mestizo Indians of Brazil). The
Suite in three movements, with the Afro-Brazilian subtitles Farragos,
KankikiS) and Kankukus} was first performed in Paris on April 5, 1928.
Also of jungle inspiration is Villa-Lobos' symphonic poem Uirafuruy
written in 1917, which depicts nocturnal gatherings of Indians in
the forests. Uirapuru is the name of a legendary Indian chief, whose
playing upon the flute was said to exercise irresistible attraction to young
Indian girls. The symphonic poem Amazonas> composed in 1917, portrays
the experiences of an Indian virgin alone in the tropical jungle, pursued
by unseen monsters. The orchestration of Amazonas abounds in novel
effects, such as playing on the string instruments below the bridge, and
the use of harmonics glissando. Amazonas was performed in Paris on
May 30,1929, and produced something of a sensation. The score is also
arranged for a ballet under the title Miremis. To the same category of
symphonic compositions on Indian themes belongs the suite Tres Poemas
Indigenas for voice and orchestra (1926). Suite Indigena Br&sileira was
composed in 1920. Numerous other symphonic scores, which Villa-Lobos
wrote between 1916 and 1920, were left unfinished, and in more than one
case the manuscripts were lost. Several orchestral works were later con-
verted into ballets, which accounts for the duplication of some of the
orchestral scores in the catalogue of Villa-Lobos5 works.